* The second part of this article is based on a talk given at a workshop on medieval astrology organised by Gad Freudenthal in Paris in November, . I am grateful, as always, to Gad's encouragement and example. I am also much indebted to the comments and advice of David Juste (especially for the Latin transmission) and of Tzvi Langermann for the Hebrew transmission, and, as always, to Hanna Vorholt. 1 The list is given in T. Bianquis, "Sayf ad-Dawla, " in Encyclopedia of Islam, nd edition, IX (Leiden, ): -.
2 The astrologers at the court are discussed by A. Regourd, "L' Epître ayant pour objet la mise à l' épreuve de ceux qui n' ont d' astrologue que le nom d' al-Qabī .
sī (IVe/Xe s.), " Politica Hermetica,  (): -, see p. , referring in turn to the article "Kushādjim, " which have dedications: these include treatises on numbers and the clever things you can do with them, on the distances between the planets, and on "testing those who call themselves astrologers. " 3 In the preface to the last work al-Qabī .
sī impresses on his patron the necessity to discriminate between the large number of self-styled astrologers who surround him, and gives him a set of questions that are sure to separate out astrologers who know their craft from the ignorant and the charlatans. He includes the answers to the questions, but with the strict injunction that the Emir should not reveal them to any one.
The Emir would have had a personal interest in these matters. AlQabī .
sī describes him as being skilled at calculation with his fingers; 4 he composed a poem on the rainbow. 5 Al-Qabī .
sī would, no doubt, have participated in the maǧālis (social gatherings) in his court, in which mathematical and astronomical questions would have been discussed and poetry would have been recited. Al-Qabī .
sī is recorded as being "a man of culture and a poet, " 6 and he quotes the poet Dhū al-Rumma hmad ibn Yūsuf, " in C.C. Gillispie, ed., Dictionary of Scientific Biography, vol.  (New York, ): -. Ibn Yusuf wrote a bibliography of both these emirs.
